Astra Zeneca LP

AZ Medicine & Me.......ccccoeevevrereenns 18
Eisai Inc.

Eisai Senior Health Digest............... 17
Health Dialog.........ccocoeovrnenicnnriccininens 5
Novo Nordisk Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

LeVeMIl.eeiiieeeeeeeeereeeerere e 7-8
Pfizer, Inc.

ArICEPL .. IFC, 1
The Alliance for Advancing Senior
Health.........cccooeivririveceecccinine 11
Vitas Innovative Hospice Care........... 44
World Congress..........ccccovvvececrevenecnnnens 3

Wyeth Pharmaceuticals
ProtonixX......ccoceenreneeennsenenns IBC, OBC

For advertising information please contact
David Ricci, Associate Publisher, at
215-489-7000 x115 or
dricci@healthcommedia.com

e
welcome
your

Input.

Please send your
Letters to the Editor to:

Richard Stefanacci, DO

Editor-in-Chief

Medicare Patient Management
e-mail

rstefanacci@healthcommedia.com

fax
215-489-7007

" Quick Facts

& Stats

Hospice Can Bring Quality Care to
Patients and Save Money for Medicare

In 2007 Duke University researchers found that hospice care reduced
Medicare costs by an average of $2309 per hospice patient. Further, for
7 of 10 hospice patients, even greater savings could have been realized if
hospice had been used for a longer period. The report’s authors suggest
that “More effort should be put into increasing short stays as opposed to
focusing on shortening long ones.” The following statistics are based on
2006 data.

1.3 million

Patients received hospice services.'

59 days

Average length of hospice service.'

74.1%

Hospice patients died at home or in a residential facility.'

81.7%

Hospice patients were 65 years of age or older.’

Hospice patients were 85 years of age or older.’

4500

Hospice programs operated nationwide.’

83.7%

Of hospice patients were covered by the Medicare Hospice Benefit.'

4000

Volunteers worked in hospice.’

29

Days longer is the mean survival of hospice patients compared with
that of non-hospice patients.’
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