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Infection Indicators
in Older Adults
This ACE (Acute Care for the Elderly) Card™ on
infection indicators in older adults was developed
by Dr. Michael Malone and Dr. Soryal Soryal at
Aurora Health Care in Milwaukee, WI. These
geriatric care reminder cards will be published in
MPM as resources to help clinicians manage
common conditions that plague elderly patients. 

The complete series of cards can be ordered from

Dr. Malone at Michael.Malone.md@aurora.org.

A 79-year old woman was seen in the emergency de-
partment (ED) complaining of coughing pink sputum,
generalized weakness, and new left-sided chest pain of
3 days’ duration. She had recently started lifting weights
at an exercise program. She denied symptoms of dysp-
nea, diaphoresis, fever, or nausea and vomiting. On ex-
amination, she was afebrile; rales were auscultated in
her left lung field. A chest x-ray revealed a left lower lobe
infiltrate. The pulse oximetry on room air with ambulation
was 89%. White blood cell (WBC) count was 22,000 with
10% bands. The ED physician reviewed the ACE card as
she initially developed her plan of care. MPM
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