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Acute Care for 
the Elderly: 
Assessing the
Delirious Patient
This ACE (Acute Care for the Elderly) Card on
delirium was developed by Dr. Michael Malone
and his colleagues at Aurora Health Care in Mil-
waukee, WI. The series of geriatric care reminder
cards will be published in MPM as a resource to

help clinicians manage common conditions that
plague elderly patients. The complete series of
cards can be ordered from Dr. Michael Malone at
Michael.Malone.md@aurora.org.

A new patient arrives in your office accompanied by
family members concerned about a recent change in
her condition. Mrs. Jones is an 80-year-old African-
American woman who is disorientated with a poor
memory. In questioning her, you find her to be inatten-
tive and argumentative to your questions. Her family
notes a change compared to her baseline. Prior to
starting some new medications, she was able to take
care of herself and shop independently. You are con-
sidering delirium as your assessment, so you turn to
the appropriate ACE Card for assistance. MPM

Michael Malone, MD, is the Medical Director of Senior Ser-
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